
BECWG NEWS 

BECWG Webpage Launch 

In April 2020, the BECWG launched its webpage on the EBC website: 

www.iea-ebc.org/working-group/building-energy-codes 

In addition to general information on the Working Group, visitors will be able 

to find information on upcoming meetings and webinars, as well as slides 

and recordings from previous webinars, and Working Group published 

reports. We invite you to check out the webpage regularly for updated 

information.  

Working Group Activity Updates & Emerging Research 

Building Energy Issues and the COVID-19 Response 

The COVID-19 pandemic has touched every aspect of our lives and has 

disrupted many of our traditional approaches to building construction and 

building energy management. The need for virtual code inspection methods, 

for instance, has been greatly amplified by the pandemic. Many traditional in-

person operations are no longer feasible and much of the energy efficiency 

workforce has been brought to a standstill. In response to this issue, the 

BECWG hosted a webinar on Building Energy Issues and the COVID-19 

Response on 5 May 2020. The webinar explored key questions such as the 

impacts of COVID-19 on building operations and construction across the 

EBC countries; opportunities and challenges for the building energy 

efficiency community of the current situation; and specific research questions 

that are emerging as countries are trying to address COVID-19 in the 

building energy space. William Bahnfleth (ASHRAE Epidemic Task Force 

Chair) and Jarek Kurnitski (REHVA Technology & Research Committee 

Chair) discussed the safe operation of buildings and strategies to maintain 

healthy indoor air quality. Drawing from examples in the U.K. and the U.S., 

Paul Ruyssevelt (University College London) and Jeremy Williams (U.S. 

Department of Energy) also discussed broader issues facing the design and 

construction industry, including compliance checking and leveraging 

opportunities for virtual code assessments. The webinar attracted 95 

participants from 17 countries and various international organizations, 

including ASHRAE, REHVA, EPB Center and OECD. 

Whatôs next? Given wide interest in this topic, the BECWG is planning a 

follow up webinar in September 2020 which will provide a deeper dive on 

opportunities for doing more virtual diagnostics and remote code inspections 

in response to the pandemic, including the potential costs savings and other 

benefits of remote inspections worldwide. 

Towards Net or Nearly Zero Energy Buildings 

Zero Energy Buildings (ZEB) is easy to say, but hard to do. Even the 

definition of ZEB is not simple. In a BECWG webinar on 18 May 2020, 

participants heard about the range of ZEB parameters, boundaries, and 

international ambitions, as well as the experiences of EBC member countries 
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EBC Building Energy Codes Working Group E-Newsletter 

Welcome to the first e-newsletter of 
the EBC BECWG!  

Hello EBC Family! This newsletter will be 

published on a quarterly basis to communicate 

items of general interest and is part of a broader 

working group goal to encourage improvements 

and innovation in practices in building energy 

codes worldwide. In this issue, we highlight recent 

working group activities, emerging research, and 

opportunities to contribute.  

https://www.iea-ebc.org/Data/Sites/1/media/docs/working-groups/building-energy-codes/EBC_WG_BECs_Webinar_05_May_2020_COVID-19_Buildings.pdf
https://www.iea-ebc.org/Data/Sites/1/media/docs/working-groups/building-energy-codes/EBC_WG_BECs_Webinar_05_May_2020_COVID-19_Buildings.pdf
https://www.iea-ebc.org/Data/Sites/1/media/docs/working-groups/building-energy-codes/EBC_WG_BECs_Webinar_18_May_2020_Net_Nearly_Zero_Energy_Buildings.pdf

